“Nose Guards” for cut-off, inverted swing cut-off, and similar saws

All firms who own or may be purchasing saws referred to in the industry as cut-off saws, inverted swing
cut-off saws, jump saws or chop saws need to be aware that these saws must have a “nose guard”. It should
be permanently affixed to the saw table in front of the hood guard to prevent accidental entry of fingers or
hands into the path of the saw blade during operation or some equivalent method that provides the same
kind of protection. Employers found in non-compliance are subject to machine guarding citations.

The saws addressed are primarily used in lumber remanufacturing plants but may also be used in
other similar facilities. They may be operated by a knee actuator button or a foot pedal.

The manufacturer of the saw will generally be Tri-State, Industrial, Precision Products or
Mid-Oregon Labor.

Oregon OSHA encourages all employers to contact Oregon OSHA Standards and Technical
Resources for help in guarding methods. They can be reached at 503-378-3272 in Salem, or
800-922-2689 in Oregon. You can also contact your insurance carrier for assistance.

Oregon OSHA is and will continue to evaluate guarding on these saws.
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or practices. For more information contact the Oregon OSHA Standard and Technical Resources Section
at 503-378-3272, toll free at 800-922-2689 or visit our Web site at www.orosha.org.
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