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Department of Consumer & Business Services

Oregon Occupational Safety & Health Division
Salem, OR 97310SAFETY

NOTES
Fatality Report

Accident type ...................................................................... Fall

Industry .................................................................Construction

Investigation findings
The workers engaged in this project were working ‘after hours’ for a subcontractor hired by the employer. The
employer was aware of the project and the use of company personnel and equipment. The lack of fall-arrest or
fall-protection equipment resulted in the death of the worker who fell.

Description of accident
The fatally injured worker was one of a crew of four removing steel I-beams from the ceiling of a warehouse owned by
the employer. The workers engaged in this process were permitted to use forklifts at the warehouse to access the ceiling
without appropriate fall-protection equipment. A system of three forklifts, each with 2-3 pallets of lumber, were used to
support the three connecting points on the 75-foot beam as bolts were cut away by a worker standing on the pallet of
lumber. The injured worker was standing 20 to 30 feet above the concrete floor, removing connecting bolts with an
oxyacetylene torch. As the worker cut through the final set of bolts, the beam shifted, knocking the worker to the
concrete floor. Co-workers contacted 911 immediately, but the worker died at the scene from head injuries.




