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Description of accident

The incident occurred in a warehouse where freight was being off-loaded from a tractor-trailer. An experienced
truck driver was returning to his truck, walking through the warehouse after exiting a break room. A forklift
unloading a truck next to the driver’s tractor-trailer ran over the truck driver’s left foot and struck the truck driver
with the forklift’s mast framing, causing the driver to be thrown forward. The forklift came to rest with the truck
driver’s right foot caught under a tire. Warehouse employees trained as EMT first responders were able to extri-
cate the victim and provide first aid until the injured driver could be transported to hospital, where he was treated
for severe damage to the left foot and ankle. The truck driver underwent surgery to remove the crushed toes from
his left foot.

Investigation findings

The forklift driver had not seen the walking truck driver. Pallets were stacked between loading doors in the ware-
house, obstructing the view from one bay door to another. While there was a company policy requiring visitors to
be escorted through the warehouse, it was not followed in this instance. Pedestrian walkways through the ware-
house were apparent, but they were not clearly marked for employees and visitors. The employer, despite having
more than 10 employees, had not established a safety committee.

Prevention information

* Make sure that permanent aisles and passageways are appropriately marked.

* Find out if safety committees are required in your work place by contacting Oregon OSHA.
Safety committees save lives, and are required for many employers in Oregon. Consult the
“Safety Committee Advisor” area on the Oregon OSHA Web site, www.orosha.org, for assistance.

* Provide adequate training for employees, especially in safe vehicle operations and identifying po-
tential hazards.

NOTE:

Safety Notes are provided for informational purposes to educate employers about an occupational accident that occurred,
and applicable safety and health standards meant to prevent incidents. The incident summary provided above could vary from
information obtained as part of an Oregon OSHA official investigation, and should not be relied upon or considered a substitute
for the official investigation information. This information is not guaranteed to be complete or accurate, and the user is responsible
for any conclusions drawn from such information. This information is not a substitute for any provision of the Oregon Safe
Employment Act or any standards issued by Oregon OSHA.
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REPORTE DE SUCESO
Lesion Incapacitante Seria

Camionero Atropellado por Montacargas
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Descripcion del accidente

El suceso ocurrié en una bodega donde estaban descargando carga de un trdiler de un camién de carga. Un camionero
experimentado regresaba a pie a su camion, cruzando la bodega después de dejar la sala de descanso. Un montacargas
descargando un trdiler al lado del trailer del camionero, le pasé por arriba del pie izquierdo y atropellandolo con el
armazoén del mastil, lo lanz6 hacia adelante. El montacargas vino a pararse con el pie derecho del camionero atrapado
bajo una llanta. Trabajadores de la bodega capacitados para administrar primeros auxilios en emergencias médicas
(EMT), pudieron librar a la victima y darle primeros auxilios hasta que el camionero lesionado pudiera ser llevado

al hospital, en donde se le di6 tratamiento por dafio serio a su pie izquierdo y tobillo. Al camionero se le operd para
removerle los dedos triturados de su pie izquierdo.

Resultados de la investigacion

El operdor del montacargas no habia visto al camionero caminando. Habian paletas apiladas entre las puertas del drea
de carga obstruyendo la vista entre una puerta del drea de carga y otra, prictica comin en esta bodega. Aunque habia
una politica de la compaiiia requiriendo que a visitantes se les acompafie por la bodega, en este caso no se siguio.
Caminos peatonales atravesando la bodega se podian ver, pero no estaban cldramente sefialadas para trabajadores o
visitantes. El patrén, a pesar de tener mds de 10 trabajadores, no habia establecido un comité de seguridad.

Informacion de prevencion

* Asegurar que pasillos y caminos peatonales esten correctamente marcados.

* Determine si comites de seguridad se requieren en su lugar de trabajo llamando a Oregon OSHA.
Los comités de seguridad salvan vidas, y se requieren para muchas compafiias en Oregon.

* Proporcionar adiestramiento para los trabajadores, especialmente en el manejo seguro de vehiculos e
identificando posibles peligros.

NOTA:

Las Notas de Seguridad se proporcionan con el propdsito de educar a los empleadores sobre un accidente de trabajo ocurrido y las
normas de seguridad e higiene establecidas para prevenir accidentes. El resumen del suceso presentado anteriormente, puede ser
diferente de la informacion obtenida por Oregon OSHA como parte de una investigacion oficial y, no se le deberia depender, o tratar
como sustituto a la informacidn de la investigacion oficial. Esta informacion ne se le garantiza ser completa o certera, y el usuario
es responsable por sacar cualquier conclusion de tal informacion. Esta informacion no sustituye ningun proviso del Acta de Trabajo
Seguro de Oregon o cualquiera de las normas emitidas por Oregon OSHA.






