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The purpose of this directive isto provide guidelines when evaluating the
clearance between railings and walls or other objects.

A.

1910.23(e)(5)(iii) currently requiresthat: ". .. the length of
brackets shall be such as will give a clearance between handrail
and wall or any projection thereon of at least 3 inches.”
1910.23(e)(6) states: "All handrails and railings shall be provided
with a clearance of not less than 3 inches between the handrail or
railing and any other object.”

On October 30, 1978, OSHA issued STD 1-1.6 stating changes
would be proposed in Subpart D, Walking-Working Surfaces. The
proposal was performance oriented, permitting flexibility in
compliance. To date, the Federal rules have not been altered;
however, proposed changes were published in the federal register
on April 10, 1990.

Since 1970, the Uniform Building Code (UBC) has called for al %2
inch clearance between railings and the wall or other objects.

Pending revision of Subdivision D by federal OSHA, any violation of the
clearance requirement for handrails and railings in 1910.23(e)(5)(iii) or
1910.23(e)(6) shall be considered minimal if the clearanceisat least 1 %2

inches.

Thisdirective is effective immediately and will remain in effect until
cancelled or superseded.
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