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SUBJECT: Ladders: Fixed Ladders in Emergency Situations

AFFECTED CODES/
DIRECTIVES: OAR 437-02-1910.27(5)(a)(A);1910.27(d)(5)(2)Fixed Ladder, and

437-03-1926.1053(a)(19)Construction

PURPOSE: To define Oregon OSHA’s position for applying the above sections to
fixed ladders used only for escape from fire and other such emergencies.

BACKGROUND: The requirements of OAR 437-002-0027(5) and OAR 437-003-
1926.1053(a)(19) for cages, platforms or climbing safety devices could
cause employee exposure to a greater hazard during emergencies.  Cages
and wells can interfere with equipment used by firefighters and other
emergency personnel.  Usually there isn’t time to hook escaping
employees up to climbing safety devices.  For these reasons, Oregon
OSHA will not enforce these rules for ladders used ONLY for emergency
access or escape.

ACTION: Employers must have adequate controls to assure that the ladder’s use is
only during emergencies.  Barricades or signs are adequate in conjunction
with employee training.

Cite employers when these elements are missing or when there is evidence
of non-emergency use of the ladder.

EFFECTIVE
DATE: This directive is effective immediately and will remain in effect until

cancelled or superseded.


