
July 22, 2016      Text of proposed changes    
Proposed Div 2\Z Silica rules only 

Oregon OSHA – Proposed Changes to 
Occupational Exposure to Respirable Silica in 
General Industry, Construction, and Maritime 

Public Hearings Scheduled for: 

Date Time Location 
August 25, 2016 10:00 am Oregon OSHA 

Durham Plaza 
16760 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd, Suite 200 
Tigard, OR 97224 

August 30, 2016 11:00 am Oregon OSHA 
Red Oaks Square 
1230 NE Third Street, Suite A-115 
Bend, OR 97701-4374 

September 8, 2016 10:00 am Oregon OSHA 
1140 Willagillespie Road, Suite 42 
Eugene, OR 97401-6730 

September 9, 2016 10:00 am City of Medford 
Lausmann Annex – Room 151 
200 S Ivy 
Medford OR 97501 

This rulemaking is to keep Oregon OSHA in harmony with recent changes to Federal OSHA’s standards. 

On March 25, 2016, federal OSHA adopted final rules for crystalline silica for general industry, construction, 
and maritime. Before these rules, the only specific rule for crystalline silica was an airborne permissible 
exposure limit (PEL) of 100 micrograms per cubic meter of air (µg/m3). With the adoption of these rules, 
federal OSHA lowered the PEL from 100 µg/m3 to 50 µg/m3, and instituted an action level of 25 µg/m3. These 
rules require an exposure assessment, with periodic monitoring under certain circumstances, requires 
engineering and work practice controls to reduce exposure levels, institutes a written exposure control plan, 
requires provisions for regulating employee access to certain areas, respiratory protection, medical 
surveillance, and employee training and information. The construction rule also lists specific tasks with 
engineering controls, work practice controls, and respiratory protection for specific tasks that do not require an 
exposure assessment, and requires that a competent person ensure that the written program and specific 
tasks are followed. 

http://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/proposed/2016/txtchngs-div235-fr3-25-16-silica.pdf
http://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/proposed/2016/proposed-div2z-silica-rules-only.pdf


 
Oregon OSHA proposes to combine the requirements of the general industry and construction rules into one 
set of rules applicable to both industries, as new Oregon-initiated rules OAR 437-002-1053 through 437-002-
1065. These Oregon initiated rules provide the same options for construction employers to use certain 
specified methods in lieu of an exposure assessment as the federal rules, and maintain the same compliance 
dates as the federal standards. 
 
Oregon OSHA also proposes to update the air contaminants rules for general industry and construction, OAR 
437-002-0382 and 437-003-1000, to reflect the new silica rules. 
 
 
 
Please visit our web site osha.oregon.gov    Click ‘Rule changes’ in the Topics, rules, guidelines column and 
view our proposed rules; or, select other rule activity from the left vertical column on the Proposed Rules page. 
 
 
When does this happen: Adoption tentatively will be by September 25, 2016 
 
To get a copy: Our web site – osha.oregon.gov   Rules, then Proposed Rules 
    Or call 503-947-7449 
 
To comment: Department of Consumer and Business Services/Oregon OSHA 
    350 Winter Street NE 
    Salem OR 97301-3882 
    E-mail – tech.web@state.or.us 
    Fax – 503-947-7461 
 
Comment period closes: September 16, 2016 
 
Oregon OSHA contact: Dave McLaughlin, Central Office @ 503-947-7457 
    or email at dave.mclaughlin@oregon.gov      
 
 
Note:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), this publication is available in alternative 
formats by calling 503-378-3272. 
 

http://www.osha.oregon.gov/
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mailto:tech.web@state.or.us
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