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Oregon OSHA – Proposed Changes to the 
Worker Protection Standard in Agriculture 

With Federal and State Changes 
 

 
 

Public Hearings Scheduled for: 
 
Date Time  Location 
November 29, 2016 11:00 am  Pine Grove Grange 
   2900 Van Horn Drive 
   Hood River, OR 97031 
 
December 1, 2016 10:00 am  Woodburn Grange 
   908 N Settlemier Avenue 
   Woodburn, OR 97071 
 
December 7, 2016 10:00 am  City of Medford/City Hall 
   Suite 340 – Alba Room 
   411 W 8

th
 Street 

   Medford, OR 97501 
 

 
Oregon OSHA administers and enforces the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) pesticide Worker 
Protection Standard (WPS) as adopted in Division 4/W (Agriculture/Worker Protection Standard), OAR 437-004-
6000. This standard (40 CFR 170) is being amended with most of the changes adopted at the federal level by the 
EPA in the November 2, 2015 Federal Register. In addition, Oregon OSHA proposes to adopt nine new Oregon 
Administrative Rules (OARs) that reflect specific requirements for employers in Oregon. 
 
The new OARs: 
 

 One giving expiration and implementation dates for the amended Division 4/W; 

 Two serve to clarify compliance requirements by providing specific effective dates for training programs 
for both workers and handlers (EPA’s rules reference an unspecified future date of publication of training 
materials and a notification in the Federal Register.); 

 Two offer a compliance alternative to evacuation of tight, solid structures that may fall within the 
Application Exclusion Zone (AEZ – as defined in 170.405.) The rules include provisions for what is 
commonly referred to as “shelter in place.” This allows occupants, under controlled circumstances, to 
remain in protected spaces that are within an AEZ during nearby pesticide applications. Requirements 
include notification, training, and additional drift-control measures for structures within these Zones; 

 Two maintain Oregon OSHA’s more protective requirements related to respiratory protection and 
emergency eye-washes while fulfilling the EPA’s pesticide label requirements; 

http://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/proposed/2016/txtchngs-div4-wps.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-11-02/pdf/2015-25970.pdf


 One provides a compliance alternative for all Oregon employers who train workers, to ease the transition 
during the first year of the rule changes; and 

 One augments the training requirements for those who provide handler training. This is due to the 
significant increase in subject matter that will be required in 2018 and the importance of quality pesticide 
handler training. 

 
The WPS rules are also referenced, in Division 2, General Industry, at OAR 437-002-0170; and, in Division 7, 
Forest Activities, at OAR 437-007-0010. A rule reference in the 437-002-0170 note will be updated. 
 
The rule changes are expected to lead to an overall reduction in incidents of unsafe pesticide exposure and to 
improve the occupational health of agricultural workers and pesticide handlers. 
 
 
Please visit our web site osha.oregon.gov    Click ‘Rules and laws’ in the Topics, rules, guidelines column and 
view our proposed rules, or select other rule activity from this page. 
 
 
When does this happen: Adoption tentatively will be in December 2016 
 
To get a copy: Our web site – osha.oregon.gov   Rules and laws, then, Proposed rules 
    Or call 503-947-7449 
 
To comment: Department of Consumer and Business Services/Oregon OSHA 
    350 Winter Street NE 
    Salem OR 97301-3882 
    E-mail – tech.web@oregon.gov  
    Fax – 503-947-7461 
 
Comment period closes: December 14, 2016 
 
Oregon OSHA contact: Kathleen Kincade, Central Office @ 503-947-7452 
    or email at kathleen.kincade@oregon.gov   
 
 
Note:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), this publication is available in alternative 
formats by calling 503-378-3272. 
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