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A log truck driver was seriously injured when he was struck 
by a log that fell from his load as he was removing the 
wrappers at a log yard. Before removing the wrappers, 
the log yard’s equipment operator inspected the load and 
mistakenly did not identify the potential hazard. He then 
positioned the log handling machine so that the grapple 
tusk tips made contact with the outside of the load 
(bumping the load). However, when the last binder was 
released, a log above the bunk stakes fell from the load, 
striking the tusks before striking the driver. 

The method used to secure the load violates  
437-007-1110(2) since it does not prevent logs  
from falling off loads. Do not use this method.

Log truck drivers are exposed to the serious hazard of 
logs falling off loads when removing wrappers. Such 
accidents have occurred even when the driver and 
log yard personnel thought the load was secured. It is 
important that everyone involved in the unloading process 
understands what is considered “secured” in order to 
develop and use methods that effectively protect workers.

What does secured mean when removing wrappers?

When binders and wrappers are properly in place on a log 
or wood fiber load, the risk of logs falling off, or out from, 
the top or side of the load is eliminated. Securing loads 
when binders and wrappers are removed must provide an 
equivalent level of protection to ensure that logs cannot 
fall off, or out from, the top or side of loads.

Log securement may be achieved by keeping all loaded 
logs completely below the top of the bunk stakes, with no 
short or double-ended logs on the sides, or by effectively 
restraining the side of the load where binders and wrappers 
are removed with a barrier or a log handling machine. 
Methods used for securing loads that do not prevent logs 
from falling off, or out from, the top or side of a load where 
binders and wrappers are removed is not secured.

Who is responsible for ensuring log loads  
are secured?

Log yard operators are responsible for developing, 
posting, and enforcing yard rules. Such rules must be 
legible and posted in plain view for log truck drivers 
to read. Some log yards provide log truck drivers with 
a copy of their rules to better ensure compliance. 
Employers of log truck drivers must ensure their 
employees understand and follow log yard rules. Such 
rules typically include at least the following information:

• Required personal protective equipment to be worn
• CB radio channel to contact log yard personnel
• Side of truck where binders should be placed and

released
• Number of wrappers to remain on load until secured 

by a machine or barrier
• Specific instructions on barrier use
• Where drivers must remain while unloading
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Machines used in Forest Activities
What are the cab requirements?

All cab-designed machines used for forest activities manufactured on or after July 1, 2004, must be equipped with a  
fully enclosed operator cab that meets the requirements on the back of this page. (Cabs on older machines must meet  
437-007-0770 requirements.) Machines include, but are not limited to, loaders, processors, skidders, crawler-tractors, 
shovels, yarders, delimbers, and forwarders. NOTE: The operating requirements and slope restrictions required under
437-007-0935(1)&(2) must be followed, regardless of cab guarding requirements.

BUYERS BEWARE: Failure to ensure that a machine complies with these requirements may result in a 
citation and Red Warning Notice that would prohibit the use of the machine. 

A machine cab manufactured on or after July 1, 2004, is required to have a permanently attached label that is  
protected from weather damage and contains the following:

WARNING: If the machine does not meet the label requirement,  
it may not meet other Oregon OSHA cab guarding requirements.

 All the International Organization Standardization (ISO) standards for 
which the protective structure has met the performance requirements

 Name and address of the Tip Over Protective Structure (TOPS) or  
Roll Over Protective Structure (ROPS) manufacturer (unless exempt)

 Manufacturer’s TOPS or ROPS identification number (if any)
 Machine make and all models or series numbers the structure

is designed to fit 
  Maximum machine weight for the TOPS or ROPS

Loaders/Shovels/Processors/Feller-bunchers/Delimbers
These machines must be equipped with a fully enclosed cab that meets 
the requirements listed on the back of this page. Most machines with 
360-degree upper-structure rotation are not designed and equipped 
with a certified ROPS. Because of this, machines of this type without 
ROPS, manufactured on or after July 1, 2004, must be limited to use 
on surfaces that are prepared, excavated, or constructed of solid material
with a slope of less than 20 percent unless the operator cab is equipped 
with a certified TOPS and an Off-Boom Side Cab Guard.
On or after July 1, 2014, machines of this type manufactured before 
July 1, 2004, that are not equipped and maintained with a front and top 
guard structure meeting the performance criteria of SAE J1356:FEB88 
or ISO 10262:1998 Level II, must meet the same requirements as the 
newer machines or be limited to the operating surface conditions listed above. They may also be used as an anchor 
for a cable yarding system where there is a clear path of travel and slopes are limited to 40 percent or less.

Read the complete Oregon OSHA rules for Machines used in Forest Activities  
(Division 7, Subdivision H) at www.orosha.org/rules_laws.html




