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November 30, 2006

Oregon OSHA - Adopted Changes
To Respiratory Protection in General Industry, Construction,
Agriculture, and Maritime

Oregon OSHA adopts the Federal OSHA changes as they appear in the August 24,
2006 Federal Register. These changes revise the existing rules on respiratory
protection, adding definitions and new language that establishes Assigned Protection
Factors (APFs) and Maximum Use Concentrations (MUCSs) for respirator use. The
revisions also supersede the respirator selection provisions of existing
substance-specific standards with these new APFs (except for the respirator selection
provisions of the 1,3-Butadiene Standard).

Federal OSHA developed the final APFs after thoroughly reviewing the available
literature, including chamber-simulation studies and workplace protection factor studies,
comments submitted to the record, and hearing testimony. The final APFs provide
employers with critical information to use when selecting respirators for employees
exposed to atmospheric contaminants found in general industry, construction,
shipyards, longshoring, and marine terminal workplaces. Oregon OSHA also adopts
these changes into Division 4, Agriculture. Proper respirator selection using APFs is an
important component of an effective respiratory protection program. Accordingly,
Federal OSHA concludes that the final APFs are necessary to protect employees who
must use respirators to protect them from airborne contaminants.

This is OR-OSHA Administrative Order 10-2006, adopted and effective November 30,
2006. Changes to OAR 437-004-1041 (Agriculture) are effective March 1, 2007.

Please visit OR-OSHA'’s web site: www.orosha.org for proposed, adopted, and final rules, as
well as current publications, training opportunities, and much more.

OR-OSHA contact: Dave McLaughlin, Central Office @ 503-947-7457

Note: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), this publication is available
in alternative formats by calling 503-378-3272.


http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=FEDERAL_REGISTER&p_id=18846
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RULE SUMMARY

Oregon OSHA adopts the Federal OSHA changes as they appear in the August 24, 2006 Federal Register. These
changes revise the existing rules on respiratory protection, adding definitions and new language that establishes
Assigned Protection Factors (APFs) and Maximum Use Concentrations (MUCs) for respirator use. The revisions also
supersede the respirator selection provisions of existing substance-specific standards with these new APFs (except for
the respirator selection provisions of the 1,3-Butadiene Standard).

Federal OSHA developed the final APFs after thoroughly reviewing the available literature, including
chamber-simulation studies and workplace protection factor studies, comments submitted to the record, and hearing
testimony. The final APFs provide employers with critical information to use when selecting respirators for employees
exposed to atmospheric contaminants found in general industry, construction, shipyards, longshoring, and marine
terminal workplaces. Oregon OSHA also adopts these changes into Division 4, Agriculture. Proper respirator
selection using APFs is an important component of an effective respiratory protection program. Accordingly, Federal
OSHA concludes that the final APFs are necessary to protect employees who must use respirators to protect them from
airborne contaminants.

Please visit our web site www.orosha.org Click ‘Rules & Laws’ in the left vertical column and view our proposed,
adopted, and final rules.
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