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Di sposabl e But ane Lighters

NONE

To inform OR-OSHA personnel of the status of investigations

of butane |ighter explosions.

Runors of fatalities and other injuries due to explosion of

di sposabl e butane lighters continue to be heard. The all eged
incidents center particularly on wel ding operations. The January
1980 i ssue of the National Safety News (page 38) states that so
far the reports of deaths have not been substantiated. However,
sone incidents of burns were reported. OSHA has retracted their
alert on butane lighters after being unable to substantiate two
al | eged serious accidents.

It is apparent that the plastic bodied lighters can be damaged by
heat and that conbustion of portions of the lighter and its fuel
is possible. (Ref.: RECAP, Vol. 140), March 1980)

Wel ders and ot her enpl oyees shoul d be advi sed t hat butane
lighters, |ike other conpressed gas containers, should not
be subjected to tenperatures above 1300F, and shoul d not be
allowed to cone in contact with flanmes or hot objects which
m ght danage the lighter and ignite the butane fuel

The | ack of evidence supporting an associ ation of disposable
butane lighters with serious injuries nust be consi dered
when evaluating a situation involving these devices.



