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I NTERCFFI CE MEMORANDUM

Departnent of Consuner and Busi ness Services

May 17, 1994
TO OR- OSHA Enf orcenent, Consul tative, and Techni cal Staff
FROM Davi d Sparks, Deputy Adnministrator, OR OSHA

SUBJECT: OR-OSHA Policy Regarding the Guardi ng of Machinery by Location

The purpose of this nmeno is to provide overall guidance to OR-OSHA staff when
assessi ng whet her or not physical machi ne guards, shields, or barriers to protect
wor kers from contact with noving machi ne conponents are necessary or whether the
novi ng machine parts are so |located that they pose no hazard to workers under
norrmal or reasonably predictable conditions.

OR- OSHA consi ders the noving parts of machinery to be guarded by its |ocation when
t he novi ng nmachine parts are located in such a fashion that workers are prevented
frominadvertently contacting noving parts during the course of their normal duties
or any reasonably predictable activities associated with their duties.

To require guardi ng of machi nery or equi pnent there nust be exposure to a hazard
where a worker is likely to contact noving conmponents or parts. |In evaluating the
need for guarding the follow ng nust be determ ned:

1. Is there a hazard?

2. |s there worker exposure to the hazard?

3. |Is there an adopted rule or consensus standard that requires sone action on the
part of the enployer to provide worker protection against nachine rel ated
hazar ds?

NOTE: Under sone circunstances the General Duty C ause of the Oregon Safe
Enpl oynent Act nay be invoked.

If the answers to the above three questions is yes, then sone form of machine
guarding is required. OR-OSHA recogni zes, however, that sone novi ng nachine
conponents are not accessible or open to inadvertent contact by workers. |f

there is no worker exposure to these nmoving machi ne conponents while they are
perforning their normal and antici pated work duties, the conponents are considered
guarded by their |ocation.

NOTE: A fully functional |ockout/tagout programthat neets all OR OSHA requirenents
is not a substitute for physical nachine guardi ng where workers are exposed to
novi ng machi ne conponents in the course of their nornal or anticipated duties.
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